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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA ZONING COMMISSION
ZC Case 23-02

Request for Postponement & Assistance
November 16, 2023

 
Dear DC Zoning Commission,

My name is Debby Hanrahan. I am a co-founder of Save DC Public
Land: The 1617 Project (formerly U Street AIR). I am a member
of this group who along with others, some who just adjacent to
the Police station and Fire station at 1617 U Street, will be
adversely impacted and harmed by the approval of the
application in ZC Case #23-02. 
 
I am asking you on behalf of our group, and likely on behalf of
others in the neighborhood who are also in our situation and
may not even know it yet, to postpone the hearing to notice the
entire neighborhood served by the 3D Police and Engine 9 Fire
stations (within ANC 1B, ANC 2B, ANC 1C) to at least be aware
they can participate as parties versus simply as public
witnesses.
 
The notice for the hearing on Monday, November 20, 2023 makes
no mention of this right to ask to become a party.  While,
party status was not possible as we understand for the hearing
earlier in June, we have just come to understand that for
Monday's hearing on November 20, 2023, we do have the right to
ask to be parties.  But we didn't know that form the notice.
 
Here's some context for our request:

Sadly many people don't know of the hearing at all who live
nearby. Moreover, those who got the notice didn't know that you
could become a party, and just like us were under the
impression we could only testify as individual witnesses due to
what is in the current notice (see below).

With some help, we have become a little more familiar with
using the Office of Zoning online case search. Last week we
found Case #23-02 and the files in the case. In those files we
saw some people & groups asked for party status. And, we now
know that party status is different than just testifying as
witnesses.
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We inquired with Ms. Ackerman in your office how to become a
party.  Ms. Ackerman explained it was too late to apply, and
that the deadline had passed.  We asked her where in the notice
does it discuss how to become a party and any associated
deadlines with that. As far as we know, there has been no
response back as of yet to this specific question about the
notice from your office.
 
Please correct us if we are wrong:

The notice for this hearing, which we think is exhibit #316
says nothing about party status requests. It only offers for
the public to be witnesses, as far as we can tell.
https://app.dcoz.dc.gov/CaseReport/ViewExhibit.aspx?
exhibitId=320070
 

 
 
The affected ANC 1B also has a notice on their website likely
cribbing from the OZ notice and there too we don't find any
information about party status or instructions as to how to
become one or any deadlines about party status.
https://www.anc1b.org/economic-development
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In conclusion, we are asking the DC Zoning Commission
to postpone the hearing to allow the entire
neighborhood served by the Police and Fire stations
(within ANC 1B, ANC 2B, ANC 1C) to at least be aware
they can participate as parties versus simply as
public witnesses.
 
We are asking the Zoning Commission to decide on this
at the public meeting tonight, November 16,, 2023, so
that all interested witnesses can understand what
will happen on Monday November 20, 2023, and there
are no surprises.
 
Thank you,



Debby Hanrahan
Co-founder Save DC Public Land (formerly U Street
AIR)
202-854-1822
 
* Please include this letter and attachments in the record for
ZC Case #23-02. Thank you.
 


